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RFD Box 1180 

Upper Marlboro, Md. 20870 
July 10, 1965 



Mr & Mrs Harold Weisberg 
Coq d*Cr Farm 
Hyattstown, Maryland 
20734 



Dear Mr & Mrs Weisberg: 



Thanks very much for your July 7 tetter, and for your generous 
efforts in trying to find some goslings for us. From what you indicate, 
we were not so bad off afterall. "Isabelle" managed to lay a total of 
17 eggs. The first clutch of 2 was not fertile. The second clutch had 
five, all fertile, and it was these which were cooked in the last day 
or so before hatching. We decided to leave her to her own devices for 
the third clutch, and she built herself a wonderfully well hidden nest 
in a patch of day-lillies. After she had laid four eggs the entire 
batch was stolen overnight by (we think) muskrats. I then made the 
muskrats as unwelcome as I could, and the goose laid six more eggs. We 
thought there were only four, and thereby misjudged the date when she 
started sitting on them. On what we thought was the 36th day, I was 
trying to think of a way to get her away from the supposedly dead eggs, 
when to our amazement our four eggs hatched five goslings. The last 
egg was not fertile. One gosling disappeared the first night, but the 
other four are now about two months old and growing at an unbelievable 
rate. They are just now beginning to get real feathers and indicate 
their markings, and it looks like we’ll have two white ones and two 
like their mother. 

During the month the goose was on her nest our gander became quite 
a pet and ever since has been eating from our hands. The goose, who was 
quite docile before motherhood has since become downright hostile. At 
any rate, we spend hours just enjoying the sight of the six of them, 
and the entire project is one we'll never regret. The inclosed picture 
was taken when the goslings were less than 24 hours old. 

Again, many thanks for your guidance and assistance throughout the 
past several months. The next time we visit my wife’s relatives in 
Rockville I’ll return your incubator. 




•«r 




